MATCH BRIEFING

These policies are as important as the rules.  You are expected to read and understand all the contents of this match publication.

COLD RANGE – APSA is a cold range.  Firearms will not be handled anywhere on the range except in designated safety areas or under the direct supervision of a certified range official on a stage.  Handling firearms in parking areas is unsafe gun handling and will result in a match disqualification.

SAFETY AREAS – There will be a number of Safety Areas provided to bag, holster, and perform repairs on gun.  No ammunition may be handled in a Safety Area.

RULES – The January 2009 Edition of the IPSC Handgun Rules is in effect and any IPSC Canada exemptions.
SET STEEL AND TAPE TARGETS – Competitors are expected to stay together as a squad to tape, set steel and help maintain efficiency on each stage.

BRASS PICKING – Is allowed providing it is done in an expedient and efficient manner.

ALCOHOL – Alcohol and recreational drugs may not be consumed anywhere on the range at anytime during the match.  

DRESS CODE – Practical shooting is a sport.  No camouflage outfits, controversial slogans of other items of dubious taste are to be displayed or worn.  The match director will be the final arbiter of dubious taste.

SCHEDULING – No competitor will compete for score on other than the scheduled dates.  Occasionally, stages will clear squads early.  If the entire 
squad is available and the CRO approves, the squad will be allowed to shoot ahead of schedule only on the scheduled date.  Squads MUST shoot in the scheduled order.

EARLY INSPECTION - Early inspection of the match is allowed providing officials and workers are not on the stage and permission is given by those persons.  Activating moving targets, by any means or by anyone, unless directed by the Match Director or Range Master may result in a match disqualification.  The Range Master will be the final arbiter.

PRIOR INSPECTION - The squad scheduled to shoot a stage, may inspect the stage prior to the official stage briefing, providing that the previous squad is finished, your score sheet is handed to the range officer, the range officer is in agreement and time permits.
INSPECTION – When the entire squad is assembled, a stage briefing will be given, followed by a five minute inspection period.  In this time, the activation of any moving targets will occur.  The five minute inspection period can be waived by the squad.
TIME TO SHOOT – When called to the line, competitors are expected to load and make ready quickly.  Shooters not ready within a Thirty (30) second prep time may be asked to move aside for the next competitor.  Bagging and un-bagging at the line will not be permitted except at the end of the last stage of the day.
HAZARD AREAS – Red/Orange cones or safety flagging restrict areas beyond which competitors and spectators are prohibited for safety reasons.

EYE AND EAR PROTECTION – All Competitors must wear eye and ear protection while on the line.  Eye protection is required to be worn by everyone while on the range.

CHRONOGRAPH – Competitors will report to the chronograph at the scheduled time for their squads.  (See squad schedule).  Expect ammunition to be tested at least twice, once when you report to the chronograph, and once by random sampling.  If you are randomly selected to be re-tested, you must report to the chronograph the same day.  Ammunition must make declared power factor at all times during the match.  If you fail to report to the chronograph for scheduled test or after a random sampling, your scores will all be recorded as scoring minor.

At the chronograph station, do not handle your gun until instructed by the range officer.  You will be directed to place your unloaded gun on the shooting bench, slide locked back, muzzle down range.  If the chronographer notices your gun does not meet safety criteria (inoperable safety, doubling, etc.) the range master will be called and you will not be permitted to continue until the gun is rechecked and proven safe.

IMPENETRABLE – All walls and props are considered hard cover unless otherwise noted.

WALLS – Unless otherwise noted in the course description, all walls are deemed to extend from the ground up to infinity.

TARGETS – Cardboard IPSC targets, Pepper Poppers, Mini Poppers and plates will be painted white for this match.  Paper no-shoot targets are white.

METAL TARGET CALIBRATION – If a popper has failed to fall and appears to be out of calibration, challenge it during scoring.  It will be checked and if re-calibrated, a re-shoot is required for that stage.  If a popper has been shot down, it is assumed to be calibrated.

HANDICAPPED SHOOTERS - Competitors may request a penalty in lieu of the stated course requirements by reason of incapacity or previous injury per rule 10.2.11.  This is on a case by case basis.   This must be requested prior to shooting the stage.  The Range Master will be the final arbiter.

ARBITRATION - Arbitrations are initiated with the presentation of a $100.00 cash fee and the completed arbitration form delivered to the match director or range master within one hour of the incident.  Forms are available at each stage.  Appeals will not be accepted after the one-hour filing time as lapsed.

DRAWINGS AND DIMENSIONS - Drawings and dimensions shown in this booklet are approximate and may change due to safety or production considerations.  There may additional penalty targets, vision barriers or other changes.  Inspect each stage carefully and listen to the squad briefing.

BULLETIN BOARD – Current scores, arbitration committee decisions, lost items, schedule changes, and other official information will be posted.

CONDITION OF ENTRY – The competitor accepts working in some capacity as a condition of entry.   It is the match director’s sole decision where and when a competitor is to work. Baring unforeseen circumstances, all competitors will work a half-day and shoot a half-day, each day.   Should a competitor fail to work without a valid reason, procedurals, removal of scores or match disqualification may be applied. 
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